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 encourages the study of both the past and the present, and of both theory and practice. It thus includes a wide range of work.
Several themes are prominent. We begin with what we see as a key issue in the field of intercultural communication. The topic
'Transcultural Communication: The Role of the Media' is a special issue of the journal's focus, organised around a'structure and
process' model. Two of the works in this issue appear to be directly concerned with intercultural communication. However, they

take a more indirect approach, with the issue being organised around a different theory. It is the increasing ubiquity of the
media in our lives that is the focus of Daniel Spiro's work. Media and Cultural Complexity (which itself includes a special issue)
takes a different approach to our theme, but is nevertheless closely connected. In addition, the journal's special issue, edited by
Leif Lindström and Björn Källberg, includes the journal's founding editor, Anders Lidén, a contributing editor, Ian Macintyre,

and several notable contributors. We will look in more detail at the pieces by Spiro and Lidén/Macintyre. This issue also
includes two papers, by two of our Editors-in-Chief. On the one hand, Anna Peterson's work looks at the (not-so-)hidden

dynamics in everyday communications with people from other cultures. The work also emphasises the importance of what we
understand by 'intercultural competence', something she argues that western society has not always valued. On the other hand,
Sandra Engs and Michael Gibson have organised a thematic section of our journal entitled 'Multiculturalism and Intercultural

Understanding'. The second area of concentration is 'Contemporary Communication Theory'. We are interested in the changing
character of communication over time. Not surprisingly, given this, we have made an effort to ensure that those pieces that have

grown out of new or emerging theoretical areas or genres of research are published in this section. This makes room for work
that both fits with and furthers the journal's research orientation. One strand that is present in our journal is the desire to

promote research that provides new, well-founded perspectives on the understanding and practice of intercultural
communication. Sometimes, the approaches that can bring a fresh perspective are relatively unusual. We have in our journal

several examples of work by scholars who have argued that 'abnormal' research questions are 82157476af
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